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Center for Offshore Safety Hosts First Annual Industry-Wide Safety Forum 
  

Houston, TX (May 14, 2013)–Nearly 400 attendees from organizations across the offshore oil and gas 
industry filled the first annual safety forum hosted by the Center for Offshore Safety (COS). 
 

“When organizing a new event you're never sure what the turnout will be," said COS Director Charlie 
Williams. "That this safety forum exceeded registration numbers and nearly met the maximum capacity 
for the venue is a testament to the desire and commitment of the industry to make a collaborative and 
continuous investment in safety.” 
 

The forum focused on the offshore industry’s efforts to develop effective Safety and Environmental 
Management Systems (SEMS) and the audits required by new regulation. The importance of company 
leadership in creating a culture of safety, the need to successfully measure and develop skills and 
knowledge, and the shift from prescriptive regulation towards performance-based regulation were key 
themes throughout the two-day conference. 
  
With the formal adoption of SEMS, the industry and its leadership are taking a proactive approach to 
safety from a performance and cultural perspective. Last month, the Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement finalized its SEMS II rule, which incorporated three COS guidelines regarding auditor 
qualification, auditor certification, and accreditation of audit service providers. 
 
COS was also an active participant in the recent Offshore Technology Conference, where advancements 
in safety and environmental protection for offshore drilling, completions and production operations in 
the Gulf of Mexico were highlighted. COS hosted an informational booth and Mr. Williams participated in 
several speaking engagements. 
 

The Center for Offshore Safety is an industry sponsored organization focused exclusively on offshore 
safety in the deepwater Gulf of Mexico(water depths greater than 1,000 feet). COS serves the U.S. 
offshore oil &natural gas industry with the purpose of adopting standards of excellence to ensure 
continuous improvement in safety and offshore operational integrity. Learn more at 
centerforoffshoresafety.org/. 
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